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Essential Understandings, Content Standards, and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	The availability and distribution of resources varies across world regions.

Various resources are used by various cultures, countries, and/or regions throughout the world.

Competition over resources can cause conflict.

Economic choices impact the allocations of scarce resources.



	
	The economic system in a region affects goods and services.


	The interaction of wants, needs, and resources creates regional economic systems.

The price of goods and services is affected by supply and demand.

The standardization of weights, measures, and currency by governments affects a nation’s economy.

Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

 Ancient civilizations rose and fell because of conflicts and migrations.

Specific individuals/groups and their values and specific ideas and beliefs have an important influence on history.

Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the world.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Leaders are necessary in all communities.

There are many processes by which leaders are chosen 

Various systems of government allocate power and authority in different ways and for different purposes.

Governments establish a set system for the allocation of power.

Groups in power will seek to maintain it. 

People must organize themselves to effect change

	
	Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.

	Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

Countries have certain common characteristics.

Countries interact with one another in a global community.



	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	The relationships among cultural practices, products and perspectives explain much of the history of civilizations. 



	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	Trade, resources, geography, and religious perspectives affected early cultures and their history



	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Contacts among different cultures led to changes in belief systems, art, science, technology, language, and government.

The early civilizations contributed significant cultural and scientific legacies.


	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	Each human settlement has significant characteristics that can be located and described on a map.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

Boundaries can be natural, ethnic and political.

Borders changed and maps were redrawn for a variety of reasons.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	Changes in the physical and human characteristics of regions occur over time and have consequences.

The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contributed to and impeded the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.

The distribution of natural resources drove trade.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Begin to formulate an essential question and write a thesis statement from that question

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Locate appropriate and varied information sources

Distinguish between primary and secondary sources; identify the time, place, audience, purpose, and form of a source

Begin to evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of sources

Compare points of agreement and disagreement among sources 

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Use appropriate graphic organizers, including maps and charts

Use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, organize data

Create a product that uses social studies content to support findings

Prepare a bibliography using an accepted format 



	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge and perspectives

Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

Value and respect the viewpoints of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

Work effectively to achieve group goals



	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize stereotypes, clichés, bias and propaganda techniques

Determine authenticity and credibility of sources

Compare advantages and disadvantages, suggest alternate solution, predict probable consequences, provide evidence to justify best solution

Analyze and evaluate the impact of ideas, events, and/or people on groups, environments, economic systems, and/or subsequent events 

Reconstruct and express others’ points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking

Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.



Grade 7: Pre-History: The Beginnings of Human Society

Year’s Essential Question: What are the factors that cause civilizations to flourish and decline?

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
4. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

5. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

6. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

7. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
9. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
10. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
11. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.


	Essential Question: How did early people adapt to their environment?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

· Historical accounts are subject ot change based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

· Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.

· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

· The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.
	Know where early humans settled and what resources were available

	
	Know the basic human needs and how early man adapted to them:

· shelter

· food sources

· clothing

	
	Know the technologies used by early humans


	Suggested Strategies
	· analyze patterns of migration and settlement of early humans

· create a timeline that traces the development of human population

· examine artifacts and interpret their construction and cultural value

· compare/contrast life in the New and Old Stone Ages

· application of various note-taking and content reading strategies

· research notebook

	Suggested Assessments
	· pre-assessments

· evaluation of a primary source

· evaluation of social studies notebooks

· formative, performance-based, skill-based

· quizzes and tests

	Suggested Resources
	· DVD: “First Farmers:

· DVD: “The End of the Stone Age”

· DVD: “First Towns and Villages”

· Frey, Wendy. History Alive!: the Ancient World. Palo Alto: TCI. © 2004. (Unit 1)

· Porter, Priscilla H. Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt. © 2007. (Unit 1)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Harcourt text-book is online: www.eharcourtschool.com
· Virtual-reality Tours

· http://www.paleodirect.com/pb017.htm

	Content Vocabulary
	· archaeology, BCE/CE, occupational specialization, primary source, secondary source, settlement, society


Grade 7: Mesopotamia: The Fertile Crescent

Year’s Essential Question: What are the factors that cause civilizations to flourish and decline?

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: What caused hunter-gatherer societies to develop into city-states?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· Economic choices impact the allocations of scarce resources.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

· Ancient civilizations rose and fell because of conflicts and migrations

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the world

· The relationships among cultural practices, products, and perspectives explain much of the history of civilization.

· Trade, resources, geography, and religious perspectives affected early cultures and their history,

· Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

· Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.

· Each human settlement has significant characteristics that can be located and described on a map.

· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

· The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contributed to and impeded the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.

· The distribution of natural resources drove trade.
	Analyze the importance of the physical geography on the development of civilization in Mesopotamia

	
	Evaluate the availability of resources in Mesopotamia.

	
	Explain how the available food supply affected the development of Mesopotamia

	
	Examine the social hierarchies, specialization, and gender roles in Mesopotamia

	
	Identify, explain and compare the governments that developed in Mesopotamia

	
	Identify writing forms and how they shaped political, legal, religious, and cultural life

	
	Analyze the significance of major technological innovations used to modify the physical environment in Mesopotamia

	
	Evaluate the impact of trade routes on civilizations of Mesopotamiain regard to the acquisition/sharing of new ideas and technologies

	
	Identify major achievements and contributions of Mesopotamia

	
	Evaluate how art and architecture reflected religion, government, and daily life in Mesopotamia

	
	Examine the role of conflict within and across the civilizations of Mesopotamia

	
	Analyze the characteristics and patterns/trends of a flourishing or deteriorating civilization

	
	Draw conclusions about the factors that allowed civilization to flourish or decline in Mesopotamia

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of Mesopotamia


	Suggested Strategies
	· application of various note-taking and content reading strategies
· keeping a research notebook 

	Suggested Assessments
	· pre-assessments

· evaluation of a primary source

· evaluation of social studies notebooks

· formative, performance-based, skill-based

· quizzes and tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Frey, Wendy. History Alive!: the Ancient World. Palo Alto: TCI. © 2004. (Unit 1)

· Porter, Priscilla H. Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt. © 2007. (Unit 2)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Harcourt text-book is online: www.eharcourtschool.com
· Virtual-reality Tours

	Content Vocabulary
	· alliance, city-state, civilization, class structure, culture, domesticate, economic structure, government, legal code, religion, social structure, technology


Grade 7: Egypt

Year’s Essential Question: What are the factors that cause civilizations to flourish and decline?

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Questions: How did Egypt move from an agrarian society to a flourishing civilization? What are the patterns and trends that represent a period of success or decline within a civilization?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· Economic choices impact the allocations of scarce resources.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

· Ancient civilizations rose and fell because of conflicts and migrations

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the world

· The relationships among cultural practices, products, and perspectives explain much of the history of civilization.

· Trade, resources, geography, and religious perspectives affected early cultures and their history,

· Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

· Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.

· Each human settlement has significant characteristics that can be located and described on a map.

· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

· The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contributed to and impeded the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.

· The distribution of natural resources drove trade.
	Analyze the importance of the physical geography on the development of civilization in Egypt

	
	Evaluate the availability of resources in Egypt

	
	Explain how the available food supply affected the development of Egypt

	
	Examine the social hierarchies, specialization, and gender roles in Egypt

	
	Identify, explain and compare the governments that developed in Egypt

	
	Identify writing forms and how they shaped political, legal, religious, and cultural life

	
	Analyze the significance of major technological innovations used to modify the physical environment in Egypt

	
	Evaluate the impact of trade routes on civilizations of Egypt in regard to the acquisition/sharing of new ideas and technologies

	
	Identify major achievements and contributions of Egypt

	
	Evaluate how art and architecture reflected religion, government, and daily life in Egypt

	
	Examine the role of conflict within and across the civilizations of Egypt

	
	Analyze the characteristics and patterns/trends of a flourishing or deteriorating civilization

	
	Draw conclusions about the factors that allowed civilization to flourish or decline in Egypt

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of Egypt


	Suggested Strategies
	· application of various note-taking and content reading strategies
· keeping a research notebook 

	Suggested Assessments
	· pre-assessments

· evaluation of a primary source

· evaluation of social studies notebooks

· formative, performance-based, skill-based

· quizzes and tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Frey, Wendy. History Alive!: the Ancient World. Palo Alto: TCI. © 2004. (Unit 1)

· Porter, Priscilla H. Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt. © 2007. (Unit 2)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Harcourt text-book is online: www.eharcourtschool.com
· Virtual-reality Tours

	Content Vocabulary
	· dynasty, monotheism, polytheism


Grade 7: Inquiry Into the Development and Decline of a Civilization

Year’s Essential Question: What are the factors that cause civilizations to flourish and decline?

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Questions: What patterns and trends represent periods of success and decline in a civilization? What inquiry skills are necessary to understand these patterns and trends?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· Economic choices impact the allocations of scarce resources.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

· Ancient civilizations rose and fell because of conflicts and migrations

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the world

· The relationships among cultural practices, products, and perspectives explain much of the history of civilization.

· Trade, resources, geography, and religious perspectives affected early cultures and their history,

· Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

· Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.

· Each human settlement has significant characteristics that can be located and described on a map.

· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

· The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contributed to and impeded the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.

· The distribution of natural resources drove trade.
	Analyze the importance of the physical geography on the development of the chosen civilization 

	
	Evaluate the availability of resources in the chosen civilization

	
	Explain how the available food supply affected the development and decline of the chosen civilization

	
	Examine the social hierarchies, specialization, and gender roles in the chosen civilization

	
	Identify, explain and compare the governments that developed in the chosen civilization

	
	Explain the development of religion/philosophy within the chosen civilization

	
	Identify writing forms and how they shaped political, legal, religious, and cultural life

	
	Analyze the significance of major technological innovations used to modify the physical environment in the chosen civilization

	
	Evaluate the impact of trade routes on the chosen civilization in regard to the acquisition/sharing of new ideas and technologies

	
	Identify major achievements and contributions of the chosen civilization

	
	Evaluate how art and architecture reflected religion, government, and daily life in the chosen civilization

	
	Examine the role of conflict within and across the chosen civilization and other civilizations

	
	Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

	
	Locate appropriate and varied information from both primary and secondary sources

	
	Evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of sources

	
	Distinguish between fact and opinion

	
	Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize and organize data

	
	Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions

	
	Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

	
	Examine cause and effect relationships in order to draw conclusions

	
	Justify conclusions using specific evidence from research

	
	Listen actively and build on the ideas of other students

	
	Work productively and effectively

	
	Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

	
	Analyze the characteristics and patterns/trends of a flourishing or deteriorating civilization

	
	Use a rubric to effectively design, modify, self-assess, and evaluate the product

	
	Prepare a bibliography/works cited page using MLA format

	
	Draw conclusions about the factors that allowed the chosen civilization to flourish or decline 


	Suggested Strategies
	· inquiry into the development and decline of a chosen ancient civilization

· application of various note-taking and content reading strategies
· keeping a research notebook 

	Suggested Assessments
	· pre-assessments

· evaluation of a primary source

· evaluation of social studies notebooks

· formative, performance-based, skill-based

· inquiry product

	Suggested Resources
	· Frey, Wendy. History Alive!: the Ancient World. Palo Alto: TCI. © 2004. (Unit 1)

· Porter, Priscilla H. Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt. © 2007. (Unit 2)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Harcourt text-book is online: www.eharcourtschool.com
· Virtual-reality Tours

	Content Vocabulary
	· bias, credibility, inquiry, perspective, reliability 


Grade 7: Greece and Rome

Year’s Essential Question: What are the factors that cause civilizations to flourish and decline?

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How does a civilization become an empire?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Competition over resources can cause conflict.

· Economic choices impact the allocations of scarce resources.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· The history of ancient civilizations helps us understand the civilizations that came after them.

· Ancient civilizations rose and fell because of conflicts and migrations

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the world

· The relationships among cultural practices, products, and perspectives explain much of the history of civilization.

· Trade, resources, geography, and religious perspectives affected early cultures and their history,

· Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of settlement can be identified by analyzing physical and historical maps.

· Ancient cultures were shaped by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.

· Each human settlement has significant characteristics that can be located and described on a map.

· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain ancient cultures and civilizations.

· The physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contributed to and impeded the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.

· The distribution of natural resources drove trade.
	Analyze the importance of the physical geography on the development of the civilization of Greece and Rome

	
	Examine the social hierarchies, specialization, and gender roles in Greece and Rome

	
	Trace and evaluate the development of government from civilization to empire in Greece and Rome

	
	Evaluate the influence of various leaders on the people of Greece and Rome

	
	Analyze the significance of major technological innovations that allowed for the growth of the empires

	
	Explain the link between mythology/religion and philosophy in Greece and Rome

	
	Explain the role of religion and philosophy in the development of an empire

	
	Analyze the impact of military power, state bureaucracy, laws, and belief systems on the development of large regional empires in Greece and Rome

	
	Analyze the significance of written languages and communications and trade networks on the development of large regional empires in Greece and Rome

	
	Identify the important and enduring ideas, institutions, literature, architecture, and art forms that emerged from the cultures of Greece and Rome.

	
	Discuss how concepts of individualism, the philosophical revolution, and the spread of Christianity paved the way for the development of a distinct Western tradition

	
	Analyze the characteristics and patterns/trends of a flourishing or deteriorating empire

	
	Draw conclusions about the factors that allowed the Greek and Roman empires to flourish and decline 

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of Greece and Rome


	Suggested Strategies
	· application of various note-taking and content reading strategies
· keeping a research notebook 

	Suggested Assessments
	· pre-assessments

· evaluation of a primary source

· evaluation of social studies notebooks

· formative, performance-based, skill-based

· quizzes and tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Frey, Wendy. History Alive!: the Ancient World. Palo Alto: TCI. © 2004. (Unit 1)

· Porter, Priscilla H. Social Studies: Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt. © 2007. (Unit 2)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Harcourt text-book is online: www.eharcourtschool.com
· Internet applications
· Multimedia presentations and publications

	Content Vocabulary
	· aristocrat, corruption, democracy, empire, philosophy, sovereignty
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